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Great Lakes cruises
projected to bring
in 23K passengers,
S300M in
economic impact
in 2026

Viking Polaris...first cruise ship into the Great Lakes for 2026  craig McCormick
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Ceremony with CSL’s Frontenac in the
background. [CSL] LOWER: Canada
Steamship Lines ship Magog, left, was sunk
by a German U-boat in the Atlantic Ocean
on July 5, 1940, while the Waterloo was
bombed and sunk by a German air force
plane off England’s east coast on July 10,
1940. [Marine Historical Society of Detroit]

Associated with Port Colborne is the fact that
the merchant marine was made up of some of
the lakers that plied the Great Lakes. They were
pressed into service for ocean-going service out
in the North Atlantic. Those crew members
came from within the Niagara region. “Some
of the shipping companies that lost ships and
crew are well known: Canada Steamship Lines
(CSL), Great Lakes Carriers, Gulf Lake
Navigation, Imperial Oil, Paterson Steamships
and Upper Lakes Shipping, representing 31
ships and 245 personnel, mostly from Niagara.



On its website, CSL has pages devoted :
to its vessels used in the First and Second World Wars. CANADA STEAMSHIP LINES

The company, which was 26 years old in 1939, contributed 15 freighters, often called canallers, to the war effort on
saltwater, approximately a quarter of its entire fleet of cargo ships. The post said all of the donated vessels were small
— each only about 75 metres long — because they were designed to transit the small canals that predated those of the
St. Lawrence Seaway. The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest military operation of the Second World War. CSL said
the majority of its canallers requisitioned during the conflict were used in British coastal waters, where they replaced
larger ships that moved to longer routes.

Thousands of kilometres away, at least three CSL canallers were assigned a different task, no less crucial, carrying
bauxite, used to make aluminum for planes, from mines in northeastern South America to a trans-shipment center in
the Caribbean Sea. The bauxite run proved to be very dangerous for the canallers; two of the CSL ships in the trade
were sunk by German subs, the same number as the company’s losses to enemy action off the British and Irish coasts.

The company’s other war loss occurred during the first naval conflict in Canadian waters since the War of 1812, the
little-known Battle of the St. Lawrence. That name referenced two crucially important waterways — the lower St.
Lawrence River and the Gulf of St. Lawrence — where, according to the Canadian Military Journal, German submarines
torpedoed 21 merchant ships and five warships between 1942 and 1944. Of the 10 CSL canallers that survived the war,
four — Anticosti, Granby, Knowlton, Oxford — participated in the Normandy invasion. Neither these ships nor any
other survivors returned to the CSL fleet.



Grey Bruce
Explorer &
Beyond

Reflecting 3/3
April 21, 2026

Owen Sound
Harbour



Technical rendering

Canadian Coast
Guard

Big step forward for
our future fleet!

The Mid Shore Multi
Mission Vessels project is
now in the design phase,
bringing up to six new
vessels closer to
operation for supporting
science, hydrography,
aids to navigation, and
search and rescue,
including in shallow
waters where larger ships
can’t operate.



Shipping Federation of Canada
Annual Conference

Outlook for International Shipping

May 14 | Montreal - St. James Club (1145 Union Avenue)

Opening of Conference and Welcoming
Remarks

The Big Picture | Trade, Tariffs and Politics
> Pascal Chan, Vice President, Strategic
Policy & Supply Chains, Canadian
Chamber of Commerce oS B TS AR B EARAA

Navigating the Storm | A Liner Shipping (.3 Vahchuver | Kt S
Perspective
> Lars Jensen, CEO, Vespucci Maritime

Health Break

Canada's Trade Agenda | Leveraging
International Shipping's Role DP WORLD
> Sara Colburne, Senior Advisor,

Sandstone Group cch

Closing the Data Gap

> Overview of the Shipping Federation's c_ aome
Trade Analysis of Canada’s International TR
Marine Cargo Flows

Wrap-up and Closing Remarks
Cocktail Reception
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US laker operators’ body asks Trump’s trade chief for fees on foreign-built
ships
Trade group targets Canadian rivals’ foreign-built ships on Great Lakes

The Lake Carriers’ Association made the proposal, which primarily targets
Canadian rivals’ foreign-built ships, as part of probes by US trade
representative Jamieson Greer into the manufacturing sectors of several
nations.

The Lakes Carriers’ Association cited concerns that China’s manufacturing of ships affects bilateral trade

between the US and Canada and the fleet of domestic vessels that operates in the waterway system
linking the two countries.

The group, whose members operate 43 US-flag ships in the Great Lakes, is concerned that their
American-built vessels are being hurt by Chinese-built lakers.

In a letter to Greer, group president James Weakley proposed that a tariff on foreign-built lakers should
be deposited in a fund to reduce the cost of building and maintaining American-made vessels.



AT o | LAKE MICHIGAN-HURON WATER RISE

IN ONE MONTH

FROM MARCH 17 TO APRIL 17

Lake Michigan-Huron Rise Significantly

After Wettest Start to April on Record
April 21, 2026

A surplus of rain from March through
the first half of April has significantly
boosted Lake Michigan-Huron ahead
of the summer season. Over the last
month, most locations in West
Michigan have received 200 to 300%
of normal precipitation. What's
more, this is officially the wettest
start to the year on record up to April
18.

Current forecasts project a continued
climb for all five Great Lakes into the
middle of May. Lake Michigan-Huron
is expected to rise three inches, with
Superior rising four inches, Erie rising
four inches, and Ontario rising five
inches.

WOOD-TV



Former Pelee Island ferry Jiimaan listed for sale by
Ontario government

A former ferry that
once carried
thousands of
passengers to and
from Pelee Island is
now up for sale.

The Ontario
government has listed
the M.V. Jiimaanina
sealed bid auction,
with offers due by
June 17.

The 64 metre vessel
was built in 1992, and
served as a key
transportation link
between the mainland
and Pelee Island for
decades before being
retired in 2019.



H.J. LAWSON 76' tug arrived

Built by Conrad Shipyard, she travelled
her roughly 4,000-mile delivery journey
from Morgan City, Louisiana bound for
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Detroit District at the Sault. She is
named in honour of Harold J. Lawson
(1934-2018), a highly respected
engineer, who dedicated 30 years of his
career to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

This new tug is the sister of the R.J.
Pearce. Both tugs are built to ABS Ice
Class CO standards, specifically for Great
Lakes to support critical maritime
infrastructure at the Soo Locks and
along the St. Marys River.

Janey Anderson



In a global context where
supply chain resilience,
economic security, and
the acceleration of trade
diversification have
become priorities, QSL
welcomes the
designation of the Port of
Quebec as an
international container
port by the Government
of Canada.

The planned QSL container facility, with targeted annual volume of 200,000 containers is designed to
complement rather than compete directly with Montreal — an option that Montreal port officials have
recently actually viewed as a positive contribution for the long-term competitiveness of the St.
Lawrence waterway. Leo Ryan AJOT Insights



Victory Cruise Lines
opened its 2026 Great
Lakes season with the
arrival of Victory | to
Toronto on Sunday,
hosting local officials
including Members of
Parliament James
Maloney and Chi
Nguyen; Sally Davis -l
Berry, tourism director .0 1 AR EREE S
of Cruise the Great ~em
Lakes; and RJ Steenstra,
president and CEO of
the Toronto Port
Authority.




Knowledge gaps laid bare in
first industry-wide benchmark

SplashTech April 28, 2026

NorthStandard has published the
first data-driven benchmark of ECDIS
proficiency, revealing widespread
knowledge gaps among bridge teams
despite years of industry focus on
training.

The findings show that two-thirds of
bridge teams could not identify ENC
updates, while nearly half failed to
prioritise the correct ENC scale
during passage planning.

With the transition to S-100 standards approaching, improving Crews also struggled with alarms

real-world ECDIS proficiency is likely to become a critical versus alerts, datum issues and key
priority for safe and compliant operations. safety settings.




* Prioritize marine shipping within the $5-
billion Trade Diversification Corridors Fund
and $1-billion Arctic Infrastructure Fund.

¢ Fund marine training schools and provide
an enabling policy environment to address
immediate labour shortages and structural
barriers to workforce development.

¢ Follow through on 2025 budget
commitments to identify more ports of
first arrival, allowing the Canada Border
Services Agency to clear foreign containers
at more locations.

e Accelerate the construction of new
Canadian Coast Guard icebreakers to
ensure reliable services and support an
extended shipping season on the Great
Lakes-St. Lawrence system.

Chamber of Marine
Commerce (CMC) is calling
on the federal government
to prioritize the marine
sector to safeguard
Canada’s trade goals and
G7 economic standing

CHAMBRE DE
COMMERCE MARITIME

CHAMBER OF
MARINE COMMERCE




Emission Control Areas - Reducing Air Pollution from Shipping to Protect the Arctic
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Autonomous Drones to Support

Coast Guard on Great Lakes
May 6, 2026

NEWS RELEASE — USCG Great Lakes District will
deploy autonomous drones to support Coast Guard
missions on the Great Lakes this summer from May
to October, 2026. These are uncrewed surface
vehicles with primary hybrid-electric propulsion,
wind assist via the Saildrone Wing, and solar power
as an auxiliary battery charge source.

The autonomous vessels are highly visible, equipped
with radar, cameras and collision-avoidance artificial
intelligence, and monitored 24/7 by human
operators who can take manual control if needed.
Sail drones are equipped with sensors that are
strictly focused on maritime domain awareness,
providing critical information on vessel activities,
including vessels in distress or conducting illegal
operations.



AYK battery system to power
CSL's Yampu bulker

AYK Energy will supply a
6,758-kWh battery system for
MV Yampu, the 11,000-dwt
diesel-electric self-unloading
bulk carrier being built in
China for CSL Australia under
an agreement with Wartsil3,
according to an AYK Energy
email





























































































