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Hamilton’s port eyes year-round shipping into the harbour
By Matthew Van DongenSpectator Reporter Tue., Feb. 22, 2022

Port authority
says it can handle
icebreaking
challenges — but
it needs federal
help to keep the
lift bridge
operating in
winter

•Cleveland-Cliffs to indefinitely idle Blast Furnace No. 4, the last
one left on Indiana Harbor's west side
Joseph S. Pete Feb 21, 2022 Updated Feb 22, 2022

EAST CHICAGO —
Cleveland-Cliffs plans to
indefinitely idle Blast
Furnace No. 4 at the
Indiana Harbor steel mill,
the second blast furnace in
East Chicago to be taken
offline in the last three
years in a major blow to
and further erosion of
integrated steelmaking in
the Calumet Region.
Indiana Harbor had still
operated five blast
furnaces a little over a
decade ago.

Seaway announces 2022 opening dates
The opening of the 2022 navigation season is scheduled to take place on
the following dates and times:
•Welland Canal: March 24, 2022 – 0800 hours (D.S.T.)
•Montreal / Lake Ontario Section: March 22, 2022 – 0800 hours (D.S.T.)
Ship transits will be subject to weather and ice conditions. Restrictions
may apply in some areas until lighted navigation aids have been
installed.

Sault Ste. Marie Locks and Canals: Opening of the Sault Ste. Marie

Locks (U.S.A.) is currently scheduled for March 25, 2022. Please note the
Notice to Navigation Interests released by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers for further information.

Welland Canal to open March 24

By Dave Johnson Tribune Reporter Tue., Feb. 22, 2022

Port Colborne
will welcome
the first
downbound
vessel in the
Welland Canal
during a top
hat ceremony
late next
month when
the 2022
navigation
season begins
on the Great
Lakes-St.
Lawrence
Seaway
system.

MEDIA ADVISORY - Official Opening of the Seaway: the first ship
of the 2022 season will be sailing as of March 24th
WHAT:

Launch of the St. Lawrence Seaway's 64th Navigation Season (in-person event)

WHERE:

St. Catharines Museum & Welland Canals Centre 1932 Welland Canals Parkway
(at Lock 3)

WHEN:

Thursday, March 24, 2022, 10:00 a.m.

WHO:

•Terence Bowles, President and Chief Executive Officer, The St. Lawrence Seaway
Management Corporation
•Craig Middlebrook, Deputy Administrator, The Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway
Development Corporation (United States)
•Louis Martel, President and Chief Executive Officer, CSL Group
•Jim Bradley - Chair, Niagara Region
•Walter Sendzik, Mayor of St-Catharines
•The Honourable Omar Alghabra, Minister of Transport, Government of Canada,
who will be present virtually

Resolve Marine Expands OPA 90 SMFF Emergency
Towing Services In The Great Lakes GCaptain
Resolve Marine, a global leader in specialized marine
services, emergency response, salvage, and recovery,
today announced an exclusive agreement with The
Great Lakes Towing Company (GLT) to provide OPA
90 Salvage and Marine Firefighting (SMFF) services
in U.S. Coast Guard District 9. The joint arrangement,
effective February 2022, ensures continuity of
service for all Resolve Marine clients in Buffalo,
Detroit, Lake Michigan, Sault Saint Marie, and Duluth
COTPs. Ships with vessel response plans for the
Great Lakes COTP zones that are not Resolve Marine
clients can also be served under the agreement by
contacting Resolve Marine.

Port of Toronto Moves more than 2.2 Million Metric Tonnes of Cargo in 2021
NEWS PROVIDED BY PortsToronto Feb 23, 2022

Imports of cement,
steel, sugar and salt
moving through the
Port of Toronto in 2021
surpassed 2.2 million
metric tonnes for the
5th consecutive year.
Overall, 190 cargo
vessels visited the Port
of Toronto in 2021,
delivering a range
of bulk, project and
general cargo products
totaling 2,295,815 metric
tonnes – a four per cent
increase from 2020.

Hamilton Harbor layup, from l-r, Rt. Hon. Paul J. Martin, Atlantic Huron, Spruceglen.
Frank Zhu

Sterling Energy (center) and Ocean A. Simard (bottom left) in Hamilton Harbour, Pier 14. March 1, 2022.
Frank Zhu.

Canadian owner puts Duluth’s Great Lakes Fleet up for sale
Duluth, MN – In an earnings call last month, Canadian National Railway
shared a desire to sell off its Twin Ports-based Great Lakes Fleet of ore
carriers. The Great Lakes Fleet of lake freighters features nine ore boats,
including three 1,000-footers. Its base of operations is located in offices at
the CN ore docks in Duluth.
A potential vessel sale process is progressing with some active bidders,”
said Helen Quirke, senior vice president and chief strategy officer. “But any
transaction needs to be at a favorable value to us. Therefore, we are willing
to continue to operate the vessels should a deal not be favorable to us.”
The Great Lakes Fleet is operated under Key Lakes Inc., a workaround that
allows the Canadian owner to apply its assets on the Great Lakes, between
U.S. ports — from Minnesota ore mines to the country’s blast furnaces and
steel mills on the lower Great Lakes. The Jones Act prohibits foreign ships
from delivering cargoes between American ports.

The Great Lakes Fleet is home to the popular Arthur M. Anderson, the last
vessel to communicate with the Edmund Fitzgerald prior to its infamous
sinking in 1975. Other vessels in the fleet include 1,000-footers Edgar B.
Speer, Edwin H. Gott and Presque Isle, along with the John G. Munson,
Cason J. Callaway, Philip R. Clarke and Great Republic.
A final vessel in the fleet, the Roger Blough, was badly damaged by fire in
February 2021 during its winter layup in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin. CN did
not illuminate the current status of Roger Blough. At the time of the fire,
the Sturgeon Bay Fire Department reported an estimated $20 million in
damages to the $100 million laker.

By Rod Burdick

Edwin H. Gott is one of
thirteen 1000 foot
vessels sailing the
Great Lakes and is a
product of Bay
Shipbuilding and
launched on July 19,
1978.. She was built
with a short “shuttle”
boom different from a
traditional, long tubular
boom. Her shuttle boom
could move only 52 feet
laterally over her side to
discharge taconite into
a hopper positioned
close to dockside. Gary
is one port with this
feature along with
Conneaut, Ohio, which
became her secondary
unloading.

Surveys without attendance – taking it case-by-case

Nicola Good, LR

The classification society has now undertaken several hundred remote surveys, says LR Chief Surveyor
Iain Wilson, with the “people who understand the technology pushing for it and using it.”
At present, a remote survey, which LR defines as a survey without surveyor attendance, can be used
for smaller tasks such as verifying a repair has been undertaken or ensuring minor damage has been
rectified.
“A survey without attendance has benefits for both our customers and surveyors in the appropriate
circumstances, however, safety must always be and remain the first consideration,” Brown insists.
A common misunderstanding in maritime is that the use of drones can equate to a survey without
attendance, which it does in respect of the surveyor but the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for
example still requires a skilled technician on board to pilot the craft. Drones are part of the answer –
but they are not the only answer, Wilson points out. While UAVs can be useful for accessing hard to
reach areas of a vessel, the suitability of their use must be assessed on a case-by-case basis.
So, can the annual survey be conducted without attendance? “Not yet,” says Wilson. “The technology
is evolving rapidly but given the current range and the scope of the annual survey, skilled surveyors
are still required onboard. However, remote surveying can be very effectively used for specific parts of
the survey and for the follow up on the original survey – verifying that minor repairs have been
undertaken and validating deficiencies have been addressed,” he adds.

When are remote surveys used?
A remote survey may be appropriate when:
•The vessel is at sea when damage is sustained
•The vessel is at a port, terminal or location where the services of a surveyor are not available
•The location is remote, and no other surveys are due
•A minor statutory finding relates to the verification of documentation or the replacement of
spare parts
•A Condition of Class (COC) relates to the verification of documentation or the replacement of
spare parts
•The outstanding documentation can be readily verified using electronic communication
Circumstances under which LR would consider giving a remote survey:
•Where new damage is sustained but it is not possible for a Surveyor to attend on board in the
vessel’s current location
•Deletion or revision of a Condition of Class of a minor nature
•Deletion/revision of a minor statutory finding
•Provision/update of documentation

Mari-Tech 2022 is Making Waves on Learning,
Engagement and Networking
Mari-Tech 2022 Conference and Exhibition
May 17-19, 2022
Fallsview Casino, Niagara Falls, ON.
Why should you participate in this in-person CIMarE/ SNAME co-hosted event with participants from
both sides of the Canada/ US border and around the world?
•Connect face-to-face with some of the most innovative and strategic minds in the profession.
•Visit in-person with cutting-edge exhibitors and leading innovators on the Exhibition Floor.
•Re-connect at the many unforgettable in-person networking opportunities – Opening Reception,
Evening Event and Emerging Leaders Closing Reception.
Over twenty Technical Presentations have been confirmed with three keynotes and three panels
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 5B
5B – Interaction Between Ship at Berth and Passing Ship – Real Case Analysis by Simulation
Capt. Alain Richard, Laurentian Pilotage Authority

Opening Keynote Presentation
THE TALENT CRUNCH – CANADA’S OPPORTUNITY
Gina Pecore, CEO, Genoa Design International
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 1A
1A – Canada as World Leader in Polar Operations
Andrew Kendrick, Vard Marine Inc.
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 1B
1B – CTO
Christopher Wright & Shawn Balding, Canal Marine &
Industrial Inc

Concurrent Technical Sessions - 2C
2C – Carbon Footprint Study on The Use of Shipboard
Composite Piping Systems and Structural Components
Tricia Hill, Fibreglass Solutions
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 3A
3A – The Immersive/Digital Future of the Shipyard
Emily Smits, Modest Tree

Concurrent Technical Sessions - 3B
3B – Reducing the Carbon Footprint of Vessels with
Variable Operational Profiles
Cody Lyster, Babcock Canada

Concurrent Technical Sessions - 1C
1C – Efficiency PACKS for Converting Waste Heat into
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 3C
Clean Electricity
3C – AMUET Digital 4.0 IOT Platform for Manufacturing
Marcel Flipse, Orcan Energy AG
and Maintenance of Electrical Installations in Ships
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 2A
Alain Lussier, Solavitek Inc.
2A – Hybrid & Electric Solutions for Ferries
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 4A
Bruce Strupp, ABB Marine & Ports
4A – Options for Electrification of Vessels and Supporting
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 2B
Infrastructure for the Great Lakes
2B – The Victoria Class Submarines
Kamen Stoykov, Vard Marine Inc.
Cameron Dalzell, Babcock Canada
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 4B
Concurrent Technical Sessions - 4C
4B – A Practical Approach to the Elusive Digital Twin for
4C – Reducing Fuel Consumption for Tugboats
Marine
Charles Massicotte, OpDAQ Systems
Trevor Small, 3D Maritime

Ernest Shackleton’s
Ship Endurance
Discovered Deep
Beneath Antarctic Ice
Reuters

The wreckage of
polar explorer Ernest
Shackleton’s ship “E
ndurance,” which
was crushed by
Antarctic ice and
sank some 10,000
feet (3,000 m) to
the ocean floor more
than a century ago,
has been found.
The three-masted
sailing ship was lost
in November 1915
during Shackleton’s
failed attempt to
make the first land
crossing of
Antarctica.

Despite being stranded on the ice, the 28-man crew of the “Endurance” made it back
home alive and theirs is considered one of the great survival stories of human history.

Island For
Sale
St. Marys
River

Own an entire Michigan island: ‘Frying Pan Island’ hits market for $580K
Frying Pan Island, MI – Here’s a rare opportunity for you to own an entire island. Michigan’s “Frying
Pan Island” has hit the market for $580,000. The island is located just off the coast of DeTour
Village in Lake Huron in the eastern Upper Peninsula about two miles upstream from the mouth of
St. Mary’s River.
The island itself is 3.42 acres, but according to the current owner, the purchase comes with 68
acres of bottomland ownership.

There used to be a lighthouse on the island which now stands in Sault Ste. Marie. The island is
pretty much just filled with trees and a beach. “The beach is beautiful. It’s nice and sandy. There’s a
little bit of rock, but it’s really nice,” added Anderson.
“Frying Pan Island is said to have gotten its name from Captain William Thorn, who reportedly was
the first person to take a ship up the St. Marys River and into Lake Superior. According to
LightHouseFriends.com, Captain Thorn went ashore and found a frying pan there and gave the
island its name.

The island is basically an empty canvas for its next owner. “One of the current owners is a civil
engineer, so he has pretty good knowledge of land. He says you could build a cottage or some
cottages on there in a cluster development. You could also Airbnb it or I could even see a little
camp on the island. With it only being a half a mile off the coast, if you did want to run electricity,
it’s feasible with a cable. Water and sewer could also be on the island.”

Transport Canada held an ad hoc meeting of the CMAC working group on Pilotage Act Modernization March 3. TC explained
recent developments and changes to the schedule for implementation of new regulations made pursuant to the
amended Pilotage Act.

TC explained that urgent amendments were needed to the various pilotage regulations to address a disconnect with the
Pilotage Act. Since the fourth order in council, which among other things transferred the authority for issuing certificates to
the Minister, initiated a one-year validity period for all licenses and certificates (ends June 9, 2022), the various regulations
needed to be amended to replace the word ‘Authority’ with ‘Minister’. This would align the Minister’s authority with the Act.

To address this urgent issue, TC got special permission from the Treasury Board to got directly to Canada Gazette Part II given
that the amendments would only be what is administratively essential.

The amendments will consolidate the four regional pilotage regulations under the General Pilotage Regulations with
administrative amendments to align the Minister’s authority with the Act. CG II is expected to be published June 8, 2022, but
the regulations will come into force before that when the regulations are registered (estimated to be May 12 or 19th). TC will
send out a notice as soon as they are registered.

TC will be emailing each certificate holder with a new certificate issued by the Minister. (The certificate holder does not have
to apply for or request the renewal. The renewal date will be aligned with the holder’s Certificate of Competency renewal
date.

NOAA Unveils 2022 Hydrographic Survey Season Plans
February 14, 2022

Great Lakes

Western Lake Michigan – This project is located in Western Lake Michigan, within
the Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast National Marine Sanctuary. Previous charting efforts
within the proposed 680 square nautical mile project extent were of lead line and
singlebeam echo sounders from the mid-twentieth century. The area has never before
been surveyed using multibeam echosounder systems.

Detroit River, Michigan – This project includes the entire 28-mile river area between Lake
St. Clair and Lake Erie. This river is a critical transportation route connecting various
ports along the Great Lakes, handling approximately 1,500 transits or 80 million tons of
cargo annually.

Cleveland, Ohio – This project will provide modern bathymetric data for the Cleveland
area as well as the vicinity of South Bass Island and Presque Isle. Conducting a modern
bathymetric survey in this area will identify hazards and changes to the seafloor,
provide critical data for updating NOAA’s nautical charting products, and improve
maritime safety.

Cleveland, OH – Parts of lakebed
off Ohio and Pennsylvania
haven’t been surveyed since
the 1940s and nautical charts
that commercial ships rely on
are long overdue for an update.
Because of that, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) is
sending one of its four deepwater hydrographic survey
ships, the Thomas Jefferson,
into the Great Lakes for several
months this year to sonar-map
the lakebed under heavily
trafficked areas.
The mission marks the
Jefferson’s first visit to the
Great Lakes, and the first visit
from a NOAA survey ship since
Lake Huron was mapped off
Alpena in the early 1990s.

Algoma Central, Nova Marine add five vessels

St. Catharines, ON – Algoma Central Corporation and Nova Marine announced an increased
investment in their global short sea shipping joint ventures, NovaAlgoma, by acquiring three
cement carriers from KGJ Cement in Northern Europe and two handy-size bulk carriers from
Swire Bulk Holdings Pte. Ltd. of Singapore. The vessels will be strong additions to
NovaAlgoma’s already diversified vessel portfolio, which includes cement carriers, minibulkers and handy-size bulk carriers.
“The three cement carriers will support increasing cement requirements and significant
global infrastructure investments. The two handy-size vessels will be part of our active
international sales and purchase vessel platform, which has delivered strong returns since
2018,” concluded Mr. Ruhl.
“The cement carriers will supply additional capacity for NovaAlgoma Cement Carriers
(“NACC”) and provide tailored and flexible short sea logistics solutions for our customers in
this market,” said Vincenzo Romeo, Chief Executive Officer at Nova Marine.

The first of the three cement vessels, the NACC Providence, previously named the Glory
Atlantic, was delivered in early February. At 446 feet in length, 83 feet in width, she will be
too large for service west of Montreal. The second vessel will follow in early March and the
third is expected to be delivered in late June. All three vessels will join the NACC fleet serving
a growing list of clients around the world.

Handy size Bulker in Nova
International Trade (right)
M/V Sider Onda

NACC Argonaut – currently trading on
Lakes (left)

Canada bans Russian ships from St. Lawrence Seaway
News out of Canada will impact traffic on the St. Lawrence Seaway. On March 1, Transport
Canada said that it will soon ban Russian ships and fishing vessels from entering Canadian
ports and internal waters, including the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway.
This was confirmed in an announcement from Canada’s Minister of Transport Omar Alghabra,
Minister of Foreign Affairs Mélanie Joly and Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian
Coast Guard Joyce Murray.

According to the Canadian leaders, these actions are a part of ongoing coordination efforts
among G7 partners following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Canada also recently banned
Russian aircraft to enter Canadian airspace on February 27.
The leaders said this ban aims to “hold Russian leadership accountable for its escalating
aggression.”
“Russia must be held accountable for its aggression in Ukraine. Canada will continue to do
what is necessary to respond,” Minister of Transport Alghabra said in a press release. “Today,
we are taking steps to close Canadian ports and internal waters to Russian-owned or
registered ships. The Government of Canada condemns Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and we
will continue to take action to stand with Ukraine.”
This ban on Russian ships and fishing vessels is expected to take effect later this week through
the Special Economic Measures Act.

Lloyd’s Register
Withdraws Class
Services to Russia
Mike Schuler

Lloyd’s Register, one of the
world’s top ship
classification societies,
says it is withdrawing
services to Russia.
“Based on the latest
legislative requirements
taking effect in the United
Kingdom, the European
Union and United States,
LR has confirmed that it
will disengage from the
provision of all services to
Russian owned, controlled
or managed assets or
companies.

Popular Toronto party boat is moving permanently to Soo, ON
Sault Ste Marie, ON – A major new addition to Sault Ste. Marie’s waterfront is expected this summer.
Two Sault businesspeople have signed an agreement to buy Miss Toronto, a popular party yacht that
has served Toronto Harbourfront, Toronto Island and Lake Ontario for more than three decades.
When the deal closes on April 16, the new owners of the 100-passenger boat will be Sheila Purvis
(known locally for her involvement with Purvis Marine and Beavertails) and Jeff Dicorpo (from
Northern Powertrain and Northern Superior Brewing).

Manitoulin Island ferry damaged in Thunder Bay shipyard fire; Blaze originated in Chi-Cheemaun
boiler room, cause under investigation Northern Ontario Business Staff
The Chi-Cheemaun car ferry
was damaged in a shipyard fire
in Thunder Bay on March 12.
Thunder Bay Fire
department responded to a
2:20 a.m. alarm to the Heddle
shipyard where the 111-metre
vessel was undergoing winter
maintenance.
A fire department news release
said the fire originated inside
the boiler room deep inside the
ship.

Manistee scrap tow to
depart Toledo on March 28
A Facebook post by Marin
Recycling Corp. owner
Wayne Elliot reads as
follows:
Tow of vessel Manistee
estimated to depart Toledo
for Marine Recycling Corp.,
Port Colborne, ON, March
28, secure at wharf 17, then
shift St Clair to the south
slip. Then Manistee from 17
to MRC north slip where St
Clair is now. We will be
using one of Mckeil Marines
Z drive tugs, approx 4,000
shp. Hope all complete by
April 2. Manistee has been
in long-term layup at Toledo
since 13 Dec 2017.

Canadian and United
States Coast Guards
recommit to
partnership on the
Great Lakes in
Environmental
Response
NEWS PROVIDED BY
Canadian Coast Guard
Mar 14, 2022, 17:52 ET

Canadian Coast Guard Central Region Assistant Commissioner Marc-André Meunier was joined by
Rear Admiral Michael Johnston, Ninth District Commander of the United States Coast Guard for an
updated signing of the CANUSLAK agreement between the two coast guards. The CANUSLAK
agreement is an operational annex between Canada and the United States, established to ensure
coordinated planning, preparedness, and response to any pollution incidents in shared waters on
the Great Lakes and connecting waterways between. It allows both coast guards to work
together efficiently to mitigate any potential pollution impacts on the environment.

Russia's war on Ukraine
could impact the Port of
Thunder Bay TBnewsWatch.com Staff

However, Thunder Bay could benefit sooner from an
increase in potash shipments from Saskatchewan. Heney
said "Russia and Ukraine are big potash exporters, as is
Canada, so we may see increased shipments of that to
make up for some of the shortfall in European markets."
Potash comes to Thunder Bay on unit trains, and is loaded
directly onto ships.
More than 900 people work in port-related jobs in Thunder
Bay with an economic impact of about $370 million.

THUNDER BAY — The disruption of
global grain and potash
shipments caused by Russia's assault on
Ukraine may have an impact on
operations in the Port of Thunder Bay.
Together, the two countries account for
nearly 30 per cent of wheat exports.
Ukraine's government last week
announced a ban on all grain exports in
order to protect supplies at home.

"Right now we're moving last year's
harvest, which we call the carryover from
the prior year. It was a poor harvest – the
worst in about 14 years – so it's lower than
usual. There isn't the capacity, initially, to
make up for any shortfalls with western
Canadian wheat," Heney said in an
interview Tuesday

Canada eyes ‘green steel’ as way to catch up on cutting carbon emissions

Ontario’s steel industry is aiming for a dramatic reduction in its greenhouse gas emissions. The three
biggest industrial emitters of CO2 in Ontario are all steel plants. Steel production alone accounts for
more than 40 per cent of all industrial greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the province, more than
the refinery, forestry, mining and chemical sectors combined.
Funding of nearly $2 billion from provincial and federal taxpayers — to convert Ontario’s steel plants
to using lower-carbon sources of energy.
The plan is to convert Dofasco’s coal-fired blast furnaces to electric-powered systems by 2028.
The province and the feds are also backstopping another coal-to-electricity conversion project at
Algoma Steel in the Soo, number two on Ontario’s list of biggest industrial greenhouse gas emitters.
The projects will reduce the two steel plants’ combined annual CO2 emissions by 6 megatonnes.
Steel production is carbon-intensive because the blast furnaces used in the smelting process are
fuelled by coal and coke (metallurgical coal). Since Ontario’s electricity generating system is more
than 90 per cent free of CO2 emissions, converting the steel plants’ coal-fired blast furnaces to
electric arc furnaces will substantially reduce the carbon emissions. “We will fundamentally change
the way we make steel,” said Ron Bedard, president and CEO of ArcelorMittal Dofasco.
“We will decommission our coal plants and our blast furnaces. Coal will not be used in our future
processes here at Dofasco.”
CBC

