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Canadian Coast Guard
Vincent Massey upbound
through the MacArthur Lock
joined the U.S. Coast Guard
Cutter SPAR to start making
tracks through Whitefish Bay
ahead of the start of the
navigation season at the Soo
Locks.

The 274 long, 59 foot wide
Massey started her career in
2000 as a Swedish
icebreaking supply vessel.
Purchased by Canada in 2018,
she was refit at Davie
Shipbuilding and dedicated to
service as a Canadian Coast
Guard icebreaker in 2023.

USACE



Quebec's Becancour port. Credit: QSL International

Quebec port plans $200M expansion

Ottawa has cleared a
$200-million wharf
expansion at the Port of
Bécancour in Quebec
that would allow larger
bulk carriers to serve
Canada’s mining sector.

The Port of Bécancour,
located 150 km
northeast of Montreal is
expected to fund the
construction of a 390-
metre wharf designed to
handle vessels
exceeding 25,000 tonnes
deadweight. Dredging
and expanded storage
are also planned to
support higher cargo
volumes.



The Port of Havre-
Saint Pierre is
marking its 20"
Anniversary of port
ownership by the
community. The
port is home to an
iron ore loading
dock, increasing
cruise vessels and
tourism, and a
commercial fishing
community.

Havre Ste. Pierre
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05/2026: IACS guidelines for Human Element in maritime sector

The International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) has recently developed and published
Recommendation 192 — Guidelines to Address Human Element Issues. This is in response to increased
awareness of the complex, multi-dimensional, multi-stakeholder issue affecting maritime safety, security and
environmental protection that IMO describes as “the human element”. The Recommendations have now
been released to the public to benefit the maritime industry and to consider the human element when
developing outputs.



Green Iron SA, a consortium formed
to accelerate the establishment of a
green iron industry in South Australia
welcomed CSL Australia Pty Ltd, part
of Canada’s The CSL Group Inc., as
the newest member of the
consortium.

CSL brings world-class maritime
expertise to support the
development of South Australia’s
emerging green iron industry to
deliver a fully integrated green iron
supply chain from mine to market.

CSL Australia is the country’s largest
owner-operator of self-unloading
and transshipment vessels and has
extensive operational experience in
the Upper Spencer Gulf, where it
manages a floating offshore
transshipment system near Whyalla.

CSL Australia joins Green Iron SA consortium

This system transfers iron ore from smaller feeder vessels to large
Capesize vessels using self-unloading barges and telescopic
shiploaders, a proven solution that directly aligns with Green Iron
SA’s logistics needs for bulk magnetite export from the region.



April 2019 concept for Port of Sault Ste. Marie. supplied image

Sault Ste. Marie and
2,488 new jobs

The project known as the
Port of Sault Ste. Marie
will be operated
separately and apart from
Algoma Steel, although
Algoma Steel will have the
ability to utilize the new
port facilities under terms
to be finalized.

"This initiative will link
northern Ontario’s
resource-rich industries
with southern Ontario,
Quebec and global
markets, strengthening
Canada’s supply chain
resilience and driving
economic transition.



DESGAGNES reports IMQ Cadets safe return

from Persian Gulf | g\
DESGAGNES is pleased to confirm that the three trainees from the <
Institut maritime du Québec (IMQ) who were aboard the vessels N/M
Rosaire A. Desgagnés and N/M Miena Desgagnés, trapped in the
Persian Gulf since February 28, have returned to Quebec. Due to
uncertainty when the two vessels would leave the Persian Gulf via the
Strait of Hormuz, DESGAGNES, in collaboration with the IMQ,
implemented a repatriation plan for the three trainees aboard the two
vessels. DESGAGNES, local maritime agents, and Saudi authorities
worked together to ensure that the trainees could first take a safe
flight from Saudi Arabia to Europe and then continue their journey to
Canada.

DESGAGNES sincerely thanks the crews

aboard the M/V Rosaire A. Desgagnés and
\ M/V Miena Desgagnés, local maritime

agents, and Saudi authorities for their

outstanding cooperation, which enabled
the safe repatriation of the trainees. (Photos from Desgagnés)




In March, Ontario Premier Doug
Ford and Minister Prabmeet
Sarkaria toured an Algoma
Central Corporation vessel at
HOPA Ports, and had the
opportunity to speak to Dr. Dave
Shorey, EdD, Executive Director
of Government Relations and
Community Engagement at
Georgian College, and two
marine cadets, Aaron Archer
and Jessaden Badoria, who are
completing their third-year of
training at Georgian’s Centre for
Marine Training and Research in
Owen Sound.

Dr. Shorey talked about the excellent training provided by the school, and the real-world experience
provided to cadets by Canadian Ship Operators like Algoma, while the cadets spoke to their personal
experiences. The Ontario Marine Transportation Strategy includes a focus on workforce development, and
once implemented, will support the growth of a new generation of tremendous talent developed at
Georgian to drive Ontario's economy forward.
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SAILORS" SOCIETY CADET REPORT 2025/26:

The first digital
seafarer generation
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With thanks to the funder and
sponsors of our 2025 Wellness
at Sea Conferences
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Our 2026 Wellness at Sea Conferences
for cadets, ratings and trainees:

20 August 18 November
Indian Subcontinent UK and Europe

5 September New for 2026
South East Asia China

17 September
Africa



Algoma Bear May 6, 2024, at the
entrance to the Seaway. [Rene Beauchamp]

Algoma Bear To Be
Seaway'’s First
Commercial Passage
March 22, 2026

Algoma Bear was the first
merchant vessel to transit the St.
Lawrence Seaway Sunday, March
22 at the St. Lambert Lock (not
the Rt. Hon. Paul J. Martin as
previously scheduled). The
ceremonial Top Hat event was
held on Monday March 23 from
8:30-11 a.m.



First ship of the
season M/V
Radcliffe Latimer
(Algoma). Captain
receives the Top

Hat.
Port Colborne,
Welland Canal

Port Colborne celebrates 2026 Welland Canal
shipping season with traditional Top Hat Ceremony




Harvest Spirit
opening the Cargill
grain elevator,
Sarnia Harbour, for
the 2026 shipping
season, on the last
afternoon of
winter - March 19

Rod Burdick




G3 Marquis was the first
commercial ship to enter
The St. Lawrence Seaway
for the 2026 season.

For some unknown reason
she turned back at
Prescott/Ogdensburg then
turned around again and
proceeded downstream.

Seen here downbound in Iroquois
Lock March 22, 2026

Pat English
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St. Lawrence Seaway opens 68" navigation
season of bi-national waterway

The St. Lawrence
Seaway officially
launched its 68th
navigation season
March 22" at the
St. Lambert Lock in
Montreal, with the
M/V Blacky
operated by
Canfornay, as the
season’s
ceremonial vessel.



SAULT STE. MARIE, Ml — The tug-
barge Dirk S. VanEnkevort/Michigan
Trader, followed by the John G.
Munson, were upbound at Mission
Point about 5 p.m. March 24th,
each blowing a salute to a small but
enthusiastic group of ship fans
gathered in bright sunshine but
bitterly cold winds. The vessels tied
up at the locks waiting for the
official opening time of 12:01 a.m.
March 25th Wednesday. Edwin H.
Gott and Paul R. Tregurtha were
March 23rd below Lime Island at 9
Local Officials Will Welcome First Boat Tuesday at Soo p.m., and will be stopping to wait as

Locks March 24, 2026 well.




"First upbound" ship, in
the Welland canal for
the 2026 season,
McKeil Marine’s M/V
Northern Venture, in
lock 3 for Top Hat
ceremony.

Tim Shafley







































































































