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Work continues on McKeil's new self-unloader Ontario Venture
[The Devil And The Deep Blue Sea]



Tug Wilfred M Cohen downbound out of Algoma Steel with PML barge 2501 and a
load of coal tar for Burns Harbor. 12-19-25 [David Kaye]



Polsteam adds Polsteam

Wigry to its Laker-class fleet

The Polish Steamship Co. (Polsteam)
of Szczecin, Poland, recently added a
new vessel, Polsteam Wigry (IMO
1027184), to its growing Laker-class
fleet of ships...the ninth new ship
added to the Laker class.

Polsteam Wigry is 199.99 metersin
length or 656 feet and 23.00 meters in B
width or about 78 feet wide. She has
four deck-mounted cranes for loading
and unloading bulk cargoes. -
Another new Laker-class ship, POLSTEAM WELTYN (IMO 9984845) is a Dry bulk/Handysize

Polsteam Weltyn, IMO 9984845, built ship built in 2025 and is sailing under the flag of Portugal.
in 2025 also was added to the fleet She has an overall length (LOA) of 200 meters and a width
’

(beam) of 24 meters. Her summer deadweight capacity is
recently. Denny Dushane 36.880 tonnes.




ANOTHER NEW BBC
SHIP TRANSITING THE
SEAWAY (12/19)

On her maiden voyage, BBC
FELIX stopped in Montreal for
inspection, and then her next
planned port of call was
Hamilton, where she will
unload a cargo of steel. This
ensured her timely exit from
the Seaway prior to closure
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Ice jams
Seaway traffic

Major delays and
ships stopped due to
ice and weather
resulted in delays to
closing the MLO
section of the
Seaway. Icebreakers
worked long hours to
clear the ice around
Cote Ste. Catherines
and St. Lambert
where the ice was
the thickest.

At Cote Ste.
Catherine, Quebec
CCGS JUDY LAMARSH
(right) and

CCGS VINCENT
MASSEY (above).

Dec. 21, 2025.
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Lake Superior saltie season closes
ST. MARYS RIVER - The last two salties
left Lake Superior for overseas ports.
Navbulgar’s Murgash, followed by
BiglLift’s Happy Ranger, locked
downbound through the Soo Locks after
- spending the night at anchor in Waiska
~ Bay.

Murgarsh at Mission Point

[Roger Lelievre]

Happy Ranger at Mission Point

[Roger Lelievre]




The launch of the Prairie
Harvest at Collingwood
Shipbuilding, October 18,

1983. reter Worden photo/MHSD
collection

Now sailing as the
Atlantic Huron, it is
currently (12-31-2025) off
the northern shore of the
Gaspé Peninsula, headed
to Sheet Harbour, Nova
Scotia to be dismantled
and recycled.




Atlantic Huron’s Last

Run.

The Atlantic Huron, built in
Collingwood and launched in
October 1983 made her final run
down the Seaway with a load of
ore to Quebec City—closing the
chapter on over four decades of
service. Once unloaded, she’ll
continue on to be recycled by R.J.
Maclsaac Construction in
Antigonish, Nova Scotia.

Originally launched as Prairie
Harvest, she was the last straight-
decker CSL built until the Trillium
Class arrived, later converted into a
self-unloader in 1989. Through ice,
This photo taken by Captain Alain M. Gindroz Wharf 2 at heat, grain, stone, ore and coal—
Port Weller from onboard the Polsteam Dabie. she worked with quiet purpose
December 25, 2025 across the inland seas.




Atlantic Huron final crew [CSL]



SEAFERS
N
CANADA

N -:'p . | -,‘-. L

Thank You Atlantic Huron [CSL]



At R. J. Maclsaac Construction in Antigonish, Nova Scotia.



Mariners’

‘b Shipping Federation January 28 & 29, 2026
l{-" of Canada Wo r ks h o p Montreal, QC
MJ

The Shipping Federation of Canada is pleased to announce the 2026 edition of its
Mariners’ Workshop, taking place at the Marriott Montreal Chateau Champlain, in

Montreal on January 28 & 29, under the theme of "Enhancing the Human-
Tech Balance in the Age of E-Navigation.’



Mariners’

January 28 & 29, 2026
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Enhancing the Human-Tech Balance in the Age of E-Navigation

SESSION 1 - Seafarer Welfare in the Age of E-Navigation —

Challenges and Opportunities .
SESSION 6 — PANEL — Seafarer Welfare in the Age

SESSION 2 - Federal Agencies — Updates on E-Navigation of E-Navigation — Challenges and Opportunities

SESSION 3 — PANEL — Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships —

SESSION 7 — PANEL-P ing T ¢
An Honest Discussion reparing lomorrow's

Mariners in a Rapidly Evolving Tech Landscape

SESSION 4 — New Technology vs. Human Needs

SESSION 5 — Port Collaborative Information Systems —
Developer and User Updates
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America Turns to
Finland for Icebreakers

On December 27, the U. S.
Coast Guard awarded
contracts to Finland’s
Rauma Marine
Constructions and
Louisiana’s Bollinger
Shipyards for six new
Arctic Security Cutter
icebreakers. Finland gets
the first two, with

delivery in 2028. The U.S.
The production-ready Seaspan-Aker Multi-Purpose will build four more

Icebreaker (MPI) design will meet all U.S. Coast Guard domestically by 2029,

requirements for the Arctic Security Cutters. lllustration
courtesy Seaspan

using a Finnish-Canadian
design.



The St. Lawrence Seaway ends its longest season on record

The St. Lawrence Seaway closed its network of locks and channels on January 12, its

latest closing date since opening in 1959. The latest closing date had been January 11,
during the 2017 season.

Ships were waiting in the ice

as winter weather conditions

held up navigation on the St.
ksl | gwrence Seaway on Jan. 4,
2026. Photo of ships
anchored in ice off Carleton
Island

Photo courtesy Horizon Aerial Media




VINCEN

CCG Vincent Massey at work



CCGS Icebreaker Vincent Massey on her way to Lake Superior

Vincent Massey has four
medium-speed diesel
engines driving 2 two
controllable pitch
propellers in nozzles rates
at 13,440 kW (18,020 hp),
max. speed of 16 knots in
open water and break 1-
metre (3.3 ft)ice at a
continuous speed of 3
knots; two bow thrusters
(one fixed, one azimuth
retractable) and one
transverse stern thruster.




CCGS Vincent Massey upbound at the Ambassador bridge 1-4-2026 (tarl minnis]



CCG Des Groseilliers assisting vessels around St. Zotique anchorage in Seaway
January 3, 2026
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Carleton anchorage (Cape Vincent)
with 7 vessels anchored.

Jan. 5, 2026
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De-icing lock walls Michael James Folsom St. Lawrence Seaway Ship Watchers Network



De-icing lock
walls...HFM
non-operational
due to
conditions with
lockages
reverting to
mooring wires
with manned
lock operations



HFM are frozen, covered in ice
from the water level down as
seen from the CCGS JUDY
LAMARSH at Cote Sant Catherine
Lock. The coast guard vessels float
through, but they take lines from
the ships.

*Hands-Free Mooring (HFM)
typically uses remote-controlled
vacuum pads on the lock walls to
hold ships, replacing manual lines
and speeding up transits.

Great shots by wheelsman Warren Magnusson
onboard CCGS Judy Lamarsh.
Jan.6, 2026



St. Lawrence
Seaway closure
delayed as
freighters are
slowed by ice.
Gate structures
ice removal
operations!



Rand Logistics gets a rebrand; now called Mainstay Maritime

The following statement was posted New Years Eve on the internet web site Linkedin for Mainstay Marine:
“We are excited to announce that Rand Logistics has been rebranded to Mainstay Maritime. Along with a new
name, we are introducing a clear mission, vision, and set of values that reflect who we are today and how we
operate—grounded in reliability, accountability, and continuous improvement. We'll be sharing more details in
the weeks ahead. The name Mainstay comes from maritime tradition. On a sailing ship, the mainstay
provides the critical support that stabilizes the mast and enables propulsion. In the same way, Mainstay
Maritime provides the strength, reliability, and forward momentum that support our customers’ supply
chains. Our new logo has five sides, representing the five Great Lakes we operate on. Its form also evokes the
bow of a ship cutting forward and an upward arrow—symbolizing progress, resilience, and our direction as a

company.

As Mainstay Maritime, we operate as a meritocracy—where th


































































